PEACE    NEGOTIATION'S

The document was approved and signed unanimously
on the nth, and the Council agreed to make an official
communication to the Nationalist Government concerning
our wish to start negotiations.

Such an important matter was naturally carried on
with the greatest secrecy, but someone, whose name I
cannot give because I have not sufficient proofs, wishing
to see the war finished, or to 5rrrat:-tc himself with the
enemy, brought the Council's project to the knowledge
of the Nationalist leaders, who were living in Madrid. It
must have happened like that, because on the afternoon
of the nth the head of Artillery Workshop Number Four
asked'to see me, to tell me of certain work about which I
ought to know. I agreed to see him on the following
morning, the I2th. From the Military Investigation
Service I knew that a certain Senor Valdes was a refugee
in an Embassy in Madrid, and from facts which I had
about him I believed him to be a leader of the Falange
in Madrid. I intended to get in touch with him, so that
he could serve as an intermediary with the Nationalist
Government, but I postponed this because on the morning
of the 12th the solution came of its own accord. At
11 o'clock the Chief of Workshop Number Four was
announced, and I received him. He was a certain
Lieut-Col, of the Artillery, Centafios, whom I had known
many years ago when he had been a Professor at the
Higher Army School whilst I was a pupil. I had always
had the greatest admiration for him as a soldier and a
citizen. He was accompanied by a young man whose
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